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Board of Regents 
to discuss CPE’s 
3 percent cap on 
tuition increases
The Board of Regents newest member will 
attend his fi rst meeting on Friday, where 
the board will discuss the Council on Post-
secondary Education’s recent decision to 
cap a tuition increase at 3 percent for non-
online, Kentucky resident and undergradu-
ate students. 
Phillip Bale, who was appointed to the 
board on Feb. 26, said he’s excited to get 
TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Faculty, administration disappointed over tuition decision
While some students may be re-
joicing at the news of having to only 
pay for a 3 percent tuition increase, 
both the administration and faculty 
are concerned.
President Gary Ransdell and WKU 
urged the Kentucky Council on 
Postsecondary Education to ap-
prove a maximum tuition increase 
of 5 percent for all public Kentucky 
universities.
Despite those efforts, the CPE ap-
proved a maximum 3 percent tu-
ition increase for face-to-face, Ken-
tucky resident and undergraduate 
students, resulting in what will be a 
budget reduction for WKU.
Discussions began Monday 
among the vice presidents as Rans-
dell called upon them to begin 
thinking about and making their 
recommendations for the budget 
reduction. He emphasized that ev-
ery effort would be taken to protect 
employees and jobs.
Before the CPE decision was 
made, Faculty Regent Patti Minter 
composed a statement to the CPE 
on behalf of the university with the 
support of Ransdell, SGA President 
Cory Dodds, and Board of Regents 
Chairman Freddie Higdon, stressing 
the need for the income a 5 percent 
tuition increase would bring.
“WKU faculty and staff have made 
great progress towards improving 
academic quality, retaining students 
and graduating students within six 
years, and all three of these missions 
would suffer greatly without the fi ve 
percent increase to fund fi xed costs 
and nothing more,”  Minter wrote 
in the statement. “To use a medical 
analogy, we are not cutting any fat or 
even soft tissue — we are now down 
to bone.” 
Minter said as a collaborative ef-
fort between herself as a faculty 
leader, the Board of Regents and 
SGA, that the statement accurately 
represents the opinion of the uni-
versity as a whole.
“Of course, I’m very disappointed
that the CPE chose not to listen be-
cause this is obviously going to be 
very damaging to the university that 
we have to deal with 3 percent in-
stead of 5 percent,” Minter said.
CPE member and Eastern Ken-
tucky University faculty member 
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Greek Week kicked off when 
19 different Greek organizations 
busted a move at Spring Sing. 
The Greek community gath-
ered in Diddle Arena on Sunday 
to support each other during 
performances, which included 
singing and dancing to a chosen 
soundtrack. The theme this year 
was “When I grow up…”  
Erica Sturgill, Spring Sing co-
ordinator and Lexington se-
nior, said she and her co-host, 
Michael Bjoralt, came up with 
about 30 different “jobs””that 
could be chosen for a routine’s 
theme. 
“We sent the list out, and they 
picked their top three,” she said. 
“Then they all got to pick a num-
ber out of a hat, to decide which 
organization got to pick their job 
fi rst.” 
After allotting different job 
themes to the organizations, the 
organizations were challenged 
to come up with a dance routine 
and soundtrack.
The soundtracks included 
compiled songs that relate to the 
jobs chosen.
Kappa Alpha’s scientist rou-
tine, for example, included the 
song “Toxic,” by Britney Spears 
and Alpha Gamma Rho’s body-
builder routine incorporated 
“Work Out” by J. Cole. 
The jobs ranged from being a 
casino worker, an astronaut, a 
reality TV star, a travel agent to a 
newscaster. Sets included a triad 
of cardboard backdrops, props 
held behind the dancers, and in 
the casino routine, enormous 
wood dice.
Sturgill said she was impressed 
by the creativity.
“Everyone was really creative 
and did great at thinking outside 
of the box,” she said
After seeing the performances 
initially two weeks ago during 
preparation, Sturgill said seeing 
them on stage was amazing.
“When I saw everyone come 
out with their costumes and 
backdrops, it was surprising,” 
she said. “Everyone turned out 
100 percent.” 
Sturgill said the night was the 
perfect way to kick off Greek 
JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
SEE SING PAGE A2
TOP: Louisville senior Becky Morris cheers for her Kappa Delta sorority sisters as they perform their dance “Scientist” during Spring Sing
on Sunday at Diddle Arena.  CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD
ABOVE: Morganfi eld sophomore Chelsea Fromm performs as the “Mad Scientist” during Kappa Delta’s Spring Sing performance at
Diddle Arena on Sunday. KD‛s theme was “Scientists.“  PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD
sing it out
Greek Week begins 
with Spring Sing
SEE REGENTS PAGE A2 SEE CPE PAGE A2
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FREE T-SHIRT TRADE
Earth Day Festival 
April 26th
at Centennial Mall 11am-3:30pm
Bring any clean, gently worn t-shirt to 
The WKU Store during the month of April. 
Pick up a clean, gently worn t-shirt 
at our table on Earth Day April 26.
Additional Drop-Off at DUC Courtyard 
Wed. April 17 and Wed. April 24 
from 11am-2pm
The WKU Store supports the Office of Sustainability
*Extra t-shirts donated to local charity
Week.
“What better way to kick off Greek 
Week than to have everyone all togeth-
er in one place?” she said.
Sonora junior Jessie Cooper said 
some of the performances showed a lot 
of skill.
“Some were lacking in imagination, 
but some showed a lot of care and skill, 
and you could tell how much was put 
into it,”  he said.
Madison Heights, Mich., senior Al-
ycia Tamm said this was her fi rst time 
attending Spring Sing.
As a resident assistant in Meredith, 
she came to see some of her residents 
perform.
“I liked them all — I can’t pick a favor-
ite,” she said.
Tamm also liked the props used in the 
routines. 
“The props were amazing; very in-
ventive,” she said.
The groups will be judged based on 
a point system, by fi ve different judges 
who are involved in campus life. The 
winners will be announced at this com-
ing Sunday’s Greek Convocation. 
Alpha Omicron Pi sisters Glasgow sophomore Elliott Shipley and Paducah 
sophomore Allyson Alvey joke about the painting originally having “double chins“ 
before their performance at Spring Sing in Diddle Arena on Sunday. AOPi’s theme 
was ”Blue Collar Workers.“  PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD
SING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
started in his duties as a board mem-
ber, including dealing with budget con-
cerns. 
“I’m looking forward to it and obvi-
ously as a new member, I plan on doing 
a lot of listening initially,” he said. “And 
certainly I’m aware of some of the prob-
lems facing the university, all universi-
ties, which surround the economics 
and trying to balance budgets, which is 
something I know that Western is going 
to have to deal with.” 
President Ransdell said he will brief 
the board on what happened with the 
CPE and what the university is doing 
about it. 
He also said he is looking forward 
to having the newest member of the 
board present at the meeting. 
“We fi nally get back to where we’re 
a full board of 11 members, which is 
good,” Ransdell said.
Faculty Regent Patti Minter said while 
the board will not vote on anything 
regarding the CPE’s recent decision at 
this meeting, it is still the big item of 
discussion. 
“It’s a very unfortunate reality and 
again, the president, the board, the 
faculty, staff and students have spoken 
through their leadership in favor of the 
5 percent tuition increase, so it’s very 
diffi cult to fi gure out what we have to 
do now that we don’t have the tuition 
that we very much need,” she said. 
“There’s some really major concerns 
going forward.” 
There won’t be an agenda item on this 
until the board meeting in June. 
All of the action items approved at last 
month’s committee meeting must go 
to the full board on Friday, and Rans-
dell said he’s not sure which items will 
prompt discussion. 
“It’s hard to anticipate what will and 
what won’t,” he said. “I don’t see any-
thing controversial on there. I’ll put it 
that way.” 
Action items on the agenda for Aca-
demic Affairs include: approval of an 
advanced worksite health promotion 
graduate certifi cate, approval of emeri-
tus appointment, name change to In-
stitute for Rural Health and a name 
change to Communication Sciences 
and Disorders Department. 
There is also an information item 
about faculty-undergraduate student 
engagement. 
There are multiple fi nance and bud-
get action items, as well as information 
items, like a tuition and budget status 
report, from Ann Mead, vice president 
for Finance and Administration, and a 
quarterly internal audit report. 
Executive committee actions include 
an acceptance of the university’s 2014-
2020 capital plan. 
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, 
Design and Construction, and John 
Osborne, vice president of Campus 
Services and Facilities, will present the 






 • Bowling Green fresh-
man Nichole Shelton re-
ported her backpack sto-
len then later recovered 
on April 18. The estimat-
ed value of the items sto-
len and then recovered is 
$109.
 • Freshman Jordan 
Basemore, Bemis-Law-
rence Hall, stated she 
was assaulted in front of 
Subway near the Centen-
nial Mall on April 18.
 • Police cited freshman 
Chase Grundy, McCor-
mack Hall, for possession 
of alcohol by a minor on 
April 18.
Nancy McKenney was the only vote against a 3 percent tuition increase. 
McKenney said remarks from Ransdell and Morehead University president 
Wayne Andrews convinced her that a 3 percent increase would not be meeting 
the needs of the universities.
“It was pretty evident they were extremely distressed that they couldn’t have 
more than that,” McKenney said.
She said the University of Kentucky’s decision to only raise tuition by 3 per-
cent regardless of the CPE decision heavily infl uenced the council’s vote.
“We had some idea that maybe 4 percent would be fair, and then University 
of Kentucky came out and said they were only raising 3 percent; that kind of 
threw a monkey wrench into things,” McKenney said.
“It bothered me, and bothered other people on the council that the Univer-
sity of Kentucky didn’t wait for our decision,” McKenney said. “They already 
have the highest tuition, so a 3 percent raise for them is a greater dollar amount 
than anyone else will get.”
Ann Mead, WKU’s vice president for Finance and Administration, said in an 
email no decisions have been made regarding the budget reduction and won’t 
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After receiving more than 
$10,000 from the Paula Nye 
Memorial Education Grant, 
WKU’s Big Red Bikes program 
is gearing up for an expansion 
over the summer.
Bowling Green sophomore 
Madonna May, coordinator of 
the bike lending program, said 
this is the second time WKU 
has received the grant. 
The Paula Nye Memorial 
Education Grant recently gave 
$10,569 to Big Red Bikes, ac-
cording to WKU News. 
May said this year’s grant is 
an extension of the fi rst grant, 
received in 2010, which fund-
ed the initial creation of the Big 
Red Bikes program. 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Christian Ryan-Downing said 
the grant comes from the Ken-
tucky Department of Trans-
portation. 
“It’s a grant that promotes 
riding bicycles and alternative 
transportation,” she said.
May said the grant is not for 
administration. 
“It is strictly to help get more 
bikes out or to help get more 
awareness out,” she said. 
She also said Big Red Bikes 
will use the grant money to get 
more bikes and to install two 
bike fi xing stations on WKU’s 
campus.
“We can’t meet demand,” 
Ryan-Downing said. “As of 
today, every single bike is out 
and we have students asking 
for more.”
There is constantly a wait list 
for the bikes, May said. 
“Because there’s so many 
people that don’t have cars,” 
she said. “This is their means 
around campus.”
“We’ve got 67 bikes out right 
now. We have doubled our 
fl eet just since August of last 
year.”
She said she hopes to use the 
money from this year’s grant to 
double again. 
“We were hoping to be able 
to eventually make it where 
we’d have 120 to 125 bikes,” 
May said. 
She said that is the goal for 
this fall. 
Rogers said this grant stipu-
lates that they can’t purchase 
bikes. 
“It’s a sustainable service, so 
we have to use old and used 
bikes which we get donated to 
us,” he said. 
Rogers said the program cur-
rently has a large amount of 
bikes that still need to be re-
paired and repurposed.
He said the grant will pay for 
a new fl oor for the shop, new 
tools and an air compressor. 
He hopes this will allow him to 
fi x donated bikes faster. 
May said Big Red Bikes will 
also use the grant money to 
install two bike-fi xing stations 
on campus, each with an air 
pump and all the tools neces-
sary for minor bike repairs. 
She said one of them will be 
on the main campus, with one 
on South Campus. 
“They’re going to be near 
the Greenway so that way it’s 
not just for students, faculty
or staff, but that will be able to
help the community,” she said.
Even commuters coming by 
could use the stations to fi x
their bikes. 
“We’re trying to keep them 
near the main bike path so that
way if you get a fl at on your
way, that you can stop and air
them,” she said. 
She said the station on South 
Campus will be located on
Campbell Lane, near the bus
stop, but a location for the one
on main campus has not been
chosen yet.
May said she hopes to have 
the bike fi xing stations set up
and operational in a month
and a much larger fl eet of bikes
for the program to use by the
start of the next school year.
Now that the Augenstein 
Alumni Center is open, WKU 
needs to decide what to do 
with the Craig Alumni Center. 
President Ransdell said one 
option is moving his offi ce 
from the Wetherby Admin-
istration Building to the old 
alumni center, which origi-
nally served as the place where 
the university presidents lived. 
“I’m thinking about that,” he 
said. “We’re going to restore 
that original president’s home. 
It’s very much a part of our 
early history as a university, so 
we’re going to restore it, and 
I’m giving thought to putting 
my offi ce in one of the upstairs 
bedrooms.” 
Since this is just in the plan-
ning stages and isn’t set in 
stone, Ransdell isn’t sure what 
the cost of the project would 
be yet.  Ransdell’s idea is to 
move his staff to the second 
fl oor, while leaving the fi rst 
fl oor open to public space. 
However, regardless of 
whether Ransdell’s offi ce ends 
up there, the connector that 
is currently between the Craig 
Alumni Center and the College 
Heights Foundation will defi -
nitely be removed. 
“We haven’t started a reno-
vation or anything yet; won’t 
do anything probably till this 
summer,” he said. “Not really 
much of a renovation, just re-
storing the building to its origi-
nal architectural integrity.” 
He said he does not think the 
building has ever served as a 
president’s offi ce, but Presi-
dents Kelly Thompson, Paul 
Garrett and Henry Hardin 
Cherry lived there. 
If this move does happen, 
Ransdell’s current offi ce space 
would likely be divided up 
between the Offi ce of Public 
Affairs and the Offi ce of Devel-
opment. 
He said there is a lot of pres-
sure for space in Wetherby.  
 Bryan Russell, the director 
of Planning, Design and Con-
struction, said he’s not sure of 
the details, but the connector 
on the buildings is defi nitely 
being removed. 
“You can’t really restore the 
original property without tak-
ing that off,” Russell said. 
He said the two buildings will 
be separated as part of a mas-
ter plan for WKU’s construc-
tion. 
“The two buildings really 
don’t belong with each other,” 
he said. “Part of our master 
plan is to restore to our campus 
the…synergies of everything.”
Russell said they don’t want 
to have modern buildings next
to old buildings on campus,
but want to be more consis-
tent for the architectural de-
sign of the entire campus. 
“We want our visitors, our 
students and everybody that
comes to our campus to be,
you know, to feel like this is a
special place,” he said.
Ransdell said he likes the his-
torical signifi cance of the po-
tential move. 
“I’m kind of enamored with 
the president’s offi ce being in






Big Red Bikes gets state grant for expansion
Ransdell’s offi  ce could potentially move to old Alumni Center 
Lawrenceburg sophomore Nick Beasmore and 
Lawrenceburg sophomore Tyler Baker relax in 
Centennial Mall and enjoy the recent spring weather 
Saturday. Because of the nice weather, students have 
been studying, eating and relaxing outside as much as 
possible.   LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
Swinging
on the Hill
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free, and 
additional copies are 50 cents 
each, available in the Student 





The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters and 
commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few 
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should 
be about 500 words and in-
clude a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classifi cation 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every 
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for style, 
grammar, length and clarity. 
The Herald does NOT print 
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be 
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday 
and Wednesday.
Opinion
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“No, it’s not fair for 





“It doesn’t bother 




 “It’s not fair, because 
everyone should have 
the same increases 




“No, however, the 
school pays for my 
tuition, so it doesn’t 






“Do you think it’s fair 
that certain students 
could get a 5 percent 
tuition increase while 
others only have 3?”
the spirit makes the money
Some students might unfairly shoulder the budget burden
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Although WKU can only in-
crease tuition by 3 percent for resident, 
undergraduate, face-to-face students 
instead of its requested 5 percent, stu-
dents who don’t fall under those cat-
egories could likely see a 5 percent in-
crease. 
OUR STANCE: It’s unfair that some stu-
dents at WKU could have to bear the 
burden that the university has acquired 
because of decisions out of its control.
Last week, Kentucky's Council on Postsecondary Education capped 
tuition increases across the state at 3 
percent.
But because the CPE deals only with 
Kentucky, whatever WKU decides to 
do with the students who are not Ken-
tucky residents is up to the university.
Only if you are a Kentucky resident 
undergraduate who physically attends 
classes will you receive a 3 percent in-
crease. If you take only online classes, 
are a graduate student or come from 
out of state, the potential for two more 
percentage points is there.
While the Herald maintains that the 
additional 2 percent is unfair for those 
students, we understand that this is a 
complex issue.
According to its website, the CPE “co-
ordinates change and improvement in 
Kentucky's postsecondary education 
system.” The CPE is supposedly work-
ing to benefi t the state. In other words, 
if the Kentucky legislature gives more 
money for state postsecondary educa-
tion, the CPE can do its thing to make 
that education better.
The breakdown: better education 
comes from more money, and more 
money comes from — yep — more 
taxes.
To address this large issue, students 
and faculty can write their congress-
men. But for now, perhaps WKU should 
explore other avenues to balance the 
budget.
Eastern Kentucky University, for 
example, is likely going to make pro-
gram and personnel cuts, according to 
Kentucky.com. No one wants to think 
about instructors getting the axe be-
cause that means fewer classes and 
more registration chaos and gradua-
tion delays. But maybe there are some 
program cuts that could be made. In 
an email to faculty and staff on Thurs-
day, President Gary Ransdell said he 
has “asked the Vice Presidents to begin 
making recommendations.”
Program cuts may cause our univer-
sity to not appear as progressive as it 
does now. But with an unappealing 
tuition increase for those out-of-state 
students, for example, our leading 
American university with international 
reach will have a hard time maintain-
ing even a national reach.
According to Kentucky.com, the CPE 
made its decision based on making col-
lege more affordable for lower-income 
families. But a lower-income fam-
ily could have a student working three 
jobs who can’t physically go to class. A 
lower-income family could have a stu-
dent pushing through graduate school 
because a job has required a higher de-
gree. A lower-income family could be 
out-of-state.
If tuition is going to increase, it should 
increase across the board. Otherwise, 
don’t bother making it more diffi cult 
for some.
This editorial represents the major-
ity opinion of the Herald’s 11-member
editorial board.
College Heights Herald
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Take  A  Break







16 Trans Am roof 
option
17 *Protective fuse 
container
19 Mower brand
20 Set up for a fall
21 Part of 14-Across, 
originally
23 Gift  for el 14 de 
febrero
26 Tree for which 
New Haven is 
nicknamed
27 Summits
30 Native American 
weapons
35 "Get a __ of this!"
36 Loud, like sirens
37 MSN alternative
38 Partners' legal 
entity: Abbr.
39 With 40-Across 
and "Baby," a 1990s 
hip-hop hit that 
answers the question,
 "What can precede 
both parts of the 
answers to starred clues?"
40 See 39-Across
41 Lao Tzu's "path"
42 July 4th reaction





50 Groupon off erings
52 Rodeo hat
56 With 48-Down, 
Felipe's outfi elder son
60 Keister in a fall?
61 *Tailgater's brew chiller
64 Bird house
65 Really miff ed
66 "Th e Clan of the Cave 
Bear" heroine
67 Th umbs-up votes
68 Bellhop, at times
69 Out of concern that
Down
1 Broccoli __
2 Be worthy of
3 Novelist __ Easton Ellis









11 *Flood control 
concern
12 Ran fast
13 Apple for a music
 teacher?
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51 Jewelry resin
52 Pet adoption org.
53 Printer paper holder
54 Final bio?
55 Detective Wolfe
57 Largest of the Inner 
Hebrides
58 Wiggly swimmers
59 On-base pct., e.g.
62 Have a meal
63 66, notably: Abbr.
@morgangraham718
Well football season you 
can just hurry right along be-
cause I don't want to wait for 
you to get here. #WKU #Hill-
toppernation #springgame 
-sent 4/20
@JTomes84 Guthrie tower 
just ruined a moment of si-
lence at the WKU spring 
game. Classic Guthrie. 
#WKU-sent 4/20
@s_berggg TRYING to 




dell wearing a Boston hat. I 
repeat I love my school. #wku 
- sent 4/20
@Gabbi_34 Just heard some 
prospective students on an 
admissions tour bus chanting 
T-O-P-S TOPS TOPS TOPS 
outside my window! #wku 
#topsforlife- sent 4/19
CLASSIFIEDS




29 *Era of mass 
production
31 __ d'hôtel: headwaiter







44 U.K. lexicological 
work
45 Many a Tony winner







 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading 
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution 
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide 
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible 
for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
Classifi ed Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classifi ed Design Manager: Julia Hartz
Offi  ce Assistant II
Performs general receptionist, clerical, customer service duties. 
Prepares correspondence and assists with accounts payable. High 
school diploma and experience in offi  ce procedures required; 
knowledge of Word/Excel preferred. 25 hours/week; Monday-Fri-
day; April-November; Age 18+; $8.20/hr. 
Application Deadline: May 3, 2013 4:00pm
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application 
from the Human Resources Department, City Hall, 1001 College 
Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. Th e 
City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a 
Drug-Free Workplace. 
With events like con-
dom races and “fi shing 
for an STD,” as well as 
live music and frank talk 
about sex, Thursday’s 
Rock 4 Choice event is 
bound to draw some stu-
dent attention.
Rock 4 Choice, which 
will be held at the Cen-
tennial Mall on Thursday 
from 5 to 8 p.m., is an 
event put on by Hilltop-
pers for Choice. 
Glasgow sophomore 
Justin Crenshaw, one of 
the event’s coordinators, 
said the goal is to raise 
student awareness of 
the importance of sexual 
health and sexual choic-
es.
“It’s about sexual health 
in general,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter what your 
views are on it.” 
He said there will be 
different games and ac-
tivities at the event. 
“There will be some-
thing for everyone there,” 
Crenshaw said.  
Jacqueline Adams, a 
fi rst year master’s stu-
dent from Bowling Green 
and coordinator of the 
event, said the games 
are an important part of 
Rock 4 Choice. 
“There will be a lot of 
games to make students 
and faculty more aware 
on sexual health,” she 
said.
Adams said one of the 
games would be called 
“fi shing for an STD.” 
In this game, students 
will cast their fi shing 
lines into a pool and if 
they catch a metaphori-
cal STD, the disease’s 
causes and treatments 
will be explained.
She said although the 
event is being put on by 
Hilltoppers for Choice, 
Health Services and Gen-
der and Women’s Studies 
are also involved. 
Adams reiterated that 
the event is for everyone.
“You don’t have to be 
pro-choice at all to at-
tend,” she said.
Leigh Gaskin, a second 
year graduate student 
from Hendersonville, 
Tenn., and an event coor-
dinator, echoed Adams’ 
sentiments.
“It’s not so much that 
it is a pro-choice event, 
but an educational event 
for reproductive health,” 
Gaskin said.
She is also a member 
of Hilltoppers for Choice 
and teaches a Gender 
and Women’s Studies 200 
class.
Gaskin said many of 
her students chose to 
become involved in the 
project.
“The games and ac-
tivities are all student-
planned,” she said.
She said her students 
wanted to make the 
event fun, but still infor-
mative.
“The activities are 
meant to help take away 
the stigmas surrounding 
this issue,” she said.
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PAUL WATSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Rock 4 Choice event to 
promote sexual health
The Student Government Association 
elected a new Speaker of the Student 
Senate at its meeting last Tuesday. 
Floyds Knobs, Ind., freshman Paige 
Settles will begin her term as the new 
speaker at the start of the fall 2013 se-
mester and serve for a year.
“I’m feeling very excited; I think we 
have a great group of new senators,” 
Settles said. “The new administration is 
well prepared to deal with our upcom-
ing challenges.”
 The speaker of the student senate 
creates the SGA meeting agendas, man-
ages the meetings and facilitates the 
parliamentary procedures. The speaker 
also meets with the committee heads 
and serves as an executive offi cer. 
Settles said she is qualifi ed to take on 
these responsibilities because she has 
spoken to the previous speaker and 
has a good idea of the work she has to 
come. She plans on creating a good 
dynamic in the senate so the meetings 
will fl ow smoothly.
“I really want to foster people working 
together in the senate,” Settles said.
Settles said she believes her greatest 
challenge in the upcoming year will be 
balancing her responsibilities.
“I think just learning the new respon-
sibilities and balancing the responsibil-
ities of the speaker with what the senate 
needs,” Settles said. 
Christopher Costa, current SGA 
speaker of the student senate, said that 
Settles has his full confi dence that she 
will do a good job as the new speaker.
“She’s got a lot of talents that will be
very useful for the position,” Costa said.
Costa said he chose not to run for re-
election because he wants to be able to
focus more on school and classes dur-
ing his upcoming senior year.
“It’s a lot of responsibility, and it keeps









can be one of a
lot of infl uence
and it is easy to
sway opinions
or vote, but that
is not the role of
speaker,” Costa
said. 
Neutrality is one of the main roles the
speaker of SGA takes on, and Costa said
that he tried hard to refl ect impartiality
at all times throughout his term.
“It is very diffi cult though, especially
when there were issues present which
I had a strong position or opinion on,”
Costa said.
Costa will resume a seat in the senate
after the spring semester ends.
Keyana Boka, SGA’s president-elect
for next year, said she is in full sup-
port of Settles being elected as the next
speaker.
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The Lady Toppers added to their re-
cord-setting streak in a sweep over Troy 
on the road this weekend.
It was the third Sun Belt Conference 
sweep of the season for WKU (31-13, 
15-3 Sun Belt Conference).
The Lady Toppers extended their cur-
rent win streak to 11 games with the 
sweep, the most all-time at  WKU.
The Lady Toppers used nine runs on 
nine hits to take the fi rst game of the 
Saturday doubleheader 9-1.
Junior pitcher Emily Rousseau (18-5) 
started in the circle for WKU and gave 
up just four hits to Troy (20-26, 7-10 
SBC) while striking out 10. 
Sophomore infi elder Shawna Sadler 
scored freshman outfi elder Bethany 
Oglesby in the fourth inning to put 
WKU on the board before Troy quickly 
tied it in the bottom of the frame.
The Lady Toppers tacked on eight 
runs on four hits in the sixth inning as 
they beat Troy 9-1.
Junior infi elder Olivia Watkins went 
three-for-four in the contest. Sadler 
and senior infi elder Ciara Garcia each 
posted two RBIs. 
Senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski (9-6) 
earned the shutout in game two of the 
doubleheader as WKU beat Troy 3-0. 
Sulaski gave up just three hits while 
striking out fi ve. 
Garcia scored Watkins in the third in-
ning to put WKU on the board fi rst yet 
again. 
Garcia recorded another RBI in the 
fi fth inning as she scored sophomore 
infi elder Preslie Cruce on a sacrifi ce fl y. 
The Lady Toppers added another run 
in the sixth inning as they went on to 
win 3-0. 
WKU completed the sweep on Sun-
day with a nail-biting 3-2 victory.
Rousseau earned the win after allow-
ing no earned runs and striking out 
seven batters.
Sulaski brought in the fi rst two runs in 
the fourth inning after junior infi elder 
Amanda Thomas and junior outfi elder 
Kelsie Mattox recorded base hits. 
With the score knotted at two in the 
sixth, Thomas blasted a solo home run 
to give WKU the 3-2 victory. Thomas 
has 12 home runs on the season. 
The Lady Toppers travel to No. 11 
Missouri this Wednesday for a double-
header in Columbia, Mo.
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Lady Toppers extend win streak to 11 in Troy sweep
Track teams compete against pros at Mt. SAC
TRACK AND FIELD 
The WKU men’s track and fi eld team 
gained some national attention this 
weekend, compounding three perfor-
mances that currently rank among the 
top 10 in the NCAA at the Mt. San Anto-
nio College Relays held in Walnut, Cal.
The Toppers found this success on 
the highest stage. The Mt. SAC Relays 
is widely considered one of the biggest 
meets in the world, showcasing ath-
letes at the collegiate, professional and 
international levels. 
“Our men did a very good job of going 
out and running against very elite-level 
competition,” head coach Erik Jenkins 
said. “Not only the best in the NCAA 
division I, but also against the profes-
sional ranks.”
Junior Joseph Chebet highlighted 
the Toppers’ trip at Mt. SAC, fi nishing 
second in the men’s elite 10,000-meter 
run with a time of 29:01. Chebet’s time 
ranks seventh in the NCAA this season 
and leads the Sun Belt Conference in 
the event by two minutes and 50 sec-
onds. 
Senior David Mokone etched the larg-
est national footprint of WKU athletes.
Mokone ranks fi fth in the NCAA in 
the 800-meter 
run after fi nish-
ing fourth in the 
event with a time 
of 1:47.51.  The 
mark broke his 
previous school 
record by more 
than half a sec-
ond, and also 
ranks fi rst in 




meter relay team 
— consisting of 
junior Elvyonn 
Bailey, freshman Ja’Karyus Redwine, 
junior Marcus Winstead and junior 
Chris Chamness — earned runner-up 
honors, posting the eighth fastest-time 
in the NCAA of 3:06.09. This mark is 
also the third-fastest in WKU history 
and leads the conference by more than 
a second. 
Chamness also mustered a career-
best 21.40 seconds in the 200-meter 
dash to move 
into seventh 




jeane now holds 
two of the top 
fi ve 400-meter 
hurdles times in 
the Sun Belt after 
he placed sixth 
with a clocking of 
52.56 seconds.
“We did a re-
ally good job of 
representing the 
university at a 
high-caliber meet,” Jenkins said. “We 
just have to keep working hard in class-
es and on the track.”
The Toppers also led a charge into 
Nashville’s Vanderbilt Invitational 
where the throws team made their
presence known.
Junior Jessica Ramsey earned gold
and junior Satrina Oliveira earned
bronze in the hammer throw.
Ramsey’s heave of 171 feet ranks
fourth in the Sun Belt this season.
Oliveira found success again in the
discus, placing second with a toss of
161-feet-6-inches. The mark was a per-
sonal record for Oliveira and the sec-
ond-longest throw in the conference
this season. 
Throws coach Ashley Muffet-Duncan
competed unattached in the shot put
and emerged victorious with a toss of
51-feet-6 ½-inches.
“The heavy lifting has been done,”
Jenkins said about WKU’s training
moving forward. “The work moving
forward goes to dealing with the task at
hand.”
The WKU track and fi eld teams will
be stretched thin this weekend, com-
peting at the prestigious Penn Relays in
Philadelphia, the Drake Relays in Des
Moines, Iowa and the Bellarmine Clas-
sic in Louisville. 
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
has also surpassed her total for RBI 
by two and currently trails the all-
time WKU RBI record by just six. 
Perry said Thomas’ continued suc-
cess is a result of her discipline. 
“Amanda has a very high standard 
for herself,” Perry said. “She does not 
believe in do-
ing things half 
way…some-
times we have 
to lay off of 








in the Sun Belt 
s t a n d i n g s , 
sitting half a 
game back of 
No. 17 South Alabama. 
The Lady Toppers have beaten 
both No. 17 South Alabama and No. 
21 Louisiana-Lafayette in Sun Belt 
series’ this season despite being 
ranked sixth in the conference’s pre-
season poll. 
Thomas said the preseason snub 
gave the Lady Toppers a chip on 
their shoulder. 
“That’s kind of what pushed us to 
show people what we really have,” 
Thomas said. “We had so many re-
turners coming back and they put us 
as sixth…they didn’t really believe in 
us, so we’re making them believe in 
us now.”
Thomas has the rest of this season 
and all of next season to add to her 
impressive numbers. Perry said she 
believes Thom-
as has the po-
tential to be the 
face of the pro-
gram.
“I think she’ll 
leave a huge 
mark,” Perry 
said. “She’ll be 
someone that, 
when people 
think of Western 
Kentucky soft-
ball, they’ll think 
of her and her 
contributions 
on defense and 
on offense.”
With the season winding down, 
though, Thomas just has one thing 
in mind.
“I know that there’s going to be 
many more,” Thomas said. “I have 
another year left, but I don’t really 
want to focus on that. I want to focus 
on winning.”
THOMAS













our men did a 
very good job 





Open practices made the statement 
that the school wasn’t hiding anything 
when it came to its new, controversial 
coach. Open practices also showed 
an effort by Petrino to reach out to his 
new fan base and cultivate support 
that could pay dividends when the real 
games start this fall.
“It’s a great start,” Petrino said Sat-
urday of the fan support. “The enthu-
siasm is exciting… We want to put a 
great, exciting football team on the fi eld 
and let the fans relate to the players.”
There are still a lot of factors at work 
that’ll determine fan support this fall.
Some of those (quality wins, style of 
play) are in Petrino and the Toppers’ 
control. Other factors (weather, a me-
diocre home schedule) aren’t.
But none of that mattered an hour af-
ter Saturday’s game, when a line of fans 
waited patiently to greet the man they 
hope will put this program over the top.
With each handshake delivered and 
each hat signed, Bobby Petrino showed 
his commitment to WKU’s supporters.
The dozens of people in line showed 
they’re ready to repay the favor this fall.
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“I set my goal to lead this team and 
that’s what I’m here to do,” Doughty 
said. “I think I did an all right job (Sat-
urday). I missed a couple of reads and 
a couple of throws, but that’s just the 
game. Our receivers kept me in it, and 
our offensive line gave me so much 
time back there I was baking cakes.”
Petrino wouldn’t confi rm Doughty 
as the starter and 
probably will not 
name one of-
fi cially until the 
fall, but gave the 
junior credit for 
picking up the of-
fense the quickest 
of the group.





said. “He’s run 
the offense better than the other two 
guys have at this point. He’s done some 
nice things, he understands it, he’s very 
coachable, and he knows what the 
progressions are, and has a good idea 
about coverage, and has done a nice 
job of studying that.”
One of those receivers that benefi ted 
from Doughty’s big day was junior Wil-
lie McNeal. The team’s second-leading 
receiver in 2012 was the star wide-out 
on Saturday for hauling in seven catch-
es for 115 yards and three touchdowns.
Along with McNeal, sophomore tight 
ends Tyler Higbee and Mitchell Henry 
proved to be some of Doughty’s favorite 
targets as well. 
Higbee reeled in three catches for 
73 yards and one trip to the end zone, 
while Henry caught the game’s fi nal 
two touchdowns and fi nished with six 
catches for 94 yards.
McNeal said one of the nice things 
about the new offense was that even 
when the Red Team had the game 
sealed, he was still getting the ball deep 
down the fi eld.
“In the fourth quarter when we had 
that big lead, we were still throwing 
deep passes and taking chances on a lot 
of plays,” McNeal said. “Coach ‘P’ is an 
offensive guru, and 
he’s going to put you 
in the place where 
you need to be, all 
you have to do is 
make the play.”
The team still has a 
long ways to go, ac-
cording to Petrino. 
The coach evalu-
ated the spring as a 
time where leaders 
were set in place, 
but the team has to 
expect more out of 
themselves every day.
“Overall, I thought we had a very pro-
ductive spring,” Petrino said. “I think 
what we really worked hard to establish 
was that the players know what our ex-
pectations are of them. I think we es-
tablished some leadership, and I think 
that’s going to give us a chance to be a 
good football team.
“We are going to grind hard every day. 
We have to get it to where they expect 
that from themselves every day and 
from their teammates every day. I think 
they understand what we’re striving for 
as a staff, but they’re not quite expect-
ing that effort out of themselves every 






i think we 
established some 
leadership, and i 
think that’s going 
to give us a chance 




The WKU baseball team trav-
eled to Mobile, Ala., this past 
weekend tied for fi rst place in 
a pivotal Sun Belt Conference 
series against South Alabama.
After taking game one, the 
Toppers lost the last two, los-
ing the series 1-2 and falling 
out of fi rst place. USA (29-12, 
12-6 SBC) now stands alone at 
the top of the Sun Belt stand-
ings.
WKU (21-19, 11-7 SBC) sent 
junior ace Tanner Perkins to 
the mound Friday and he was 
able to work six innings and 
only allow two runs. WKU was 
able to score fi ve in the sixth 
and withstand a rally from the 
Jaguars late to win the game 
10-8.
The sixth inning proved to 
be just as important in Satur-
day’s game as well — however, 
this time it worked in favor of 
South Alabama.
The Jaguars plated four runs 
in the sixth inning to take the 
lead 5-1. USA would add an-
other run later and hold off a 
WKU rally to win the game 6-3.
In the seventh and eighth 
innings combined, WKU put 
six runners on base in scoring 
position, but was only able to 
get two of those runs across 
the plate. 
The two teams went into 
Sunday’s game tied for fi rst 
place in the conference at 11-
6. In a close game, the Jaguars 
came out victorious 7-5 to take 
the series and the top spot.
South Alabama scored a 
pair of runs in the bottom of 
the seventh to break a 5-5 tie 
that would eventually win the 
game. 
Senior infi elder Steve 
Hodgins had a good weekend 
at the plate for the Toppers. 
Hodgins went 6-of-13 on the 
weekend with fi ve RBI’s as 
he recorded two hits in each 
game.
WKU will be back in action 
this Tuesday against the Ken-
tucky Wildcats at 6 p.m. at 
Bowling Green Ballpark.
The Toppers defeated the 
Wildcats in March 6-3. At the 
time, UK was ranked No. 8 in 
the NCAA.
UK (24-15, 7-11 Southeast-
ern Conference) has struggled 
lately. The WIldcats have lost 
six games in a row and have 
dropped eight of their past 10 
contests.
It is the second game WKU 
has played at Bowling Green 
Ballpark this season. The Top-
pers earned a 6-5 win over 
No. 8 Louisville at the ballpark 
April 9.
After Tuesday, the Toppers 
will host one more six-game 
homestand this season in May 
before the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Tournament kicks off in 
Lafayette, La., on May 22.
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU drops SBC series at South Alabama
BASEBALL
Fresh off of one of the strongest years 
in recent memory, the WKU women’s 
basketball team has added a new as-
sistant coach to help build on the suc-
cesses of this season.
WKU announced Monday that for-
mer WNBA player Candyce Bingham 
has joined WKU coach Michelle Clark-
Heard’s coaching staff as an assistant 
coach.
“I am extremely pleased to add Can-
dyce Bingham to our coaching staff,” 
Heard said in a press release announc-
ing the hire. “Candyce will bring great 
energy and enthusiasm to our staff as 
she begins her collegiate coaching ca-
reer.”
Bingham excelled on the court in her 
playing days at Xavier and Louisville. 
She averaged 12.5 points and 7.3 re-
bounds per game in the 2008-
09 season playing forward for 
the Lady Cardinals and ad-
vanced to the NCAA National 
Championship game before 
being drafted by the WNBA’s 
San Antonio Silver Stars after 
the season. While she never 
saw time on the court in the 
WNBA, she played profes-
sionally overseas in Puerto 
Rico, Luxembourg and Ger-
many.
This is her fi rst NCAA coach-
ing job outside of her alma mater. Bing-
ham spent the 2011-12 season as coach 
at Fern Creek High School in Louisville 
before returning to the Lady Cardinals 
as a graduate assistant last 
season.
Heard, a former Louisville 
assistant who was hired to be 
WKU’s head coach last March, 
coached Bingham while she 
was a Lady Cardinal.
She said she looks forward 
to working with the new 
coach this season as well as 
reconnecting with a former 
player from her time coach-
ing at Louisville.
“Having coached Candyce 
while at Louisville, I know she is very 
familiar with my philosophies and ex-
pectations,” Heard said. “Having been
to the National Championship game
as a player and graduate assistant, hav-
ing been a WNBA Draft pick and hav-
ing played professionally overseas,
Candyce has proven she is a winner
and that is what I want our players to
be around day in and day out.”
Bingham is jumping on at WKU at
a good time. After going 9-21 in the
2011-12 season, the Lady Toppers went
through a 13-win turnaround last year
that fi nished with a berth in the Wom-
en’s National invitation Tournament,
WKU’s fi rst postseason berth since the
2009-10 season.
              —Herald Staff
SPORTS BRIEF: LADY TOPPERS ADD NEW ASSISTANT COACH
BINGHAM
Assistant coach













       Research Paper
       Finals
       Job
Afni cares about 
great customer service, 
growing careers, and giving
back to the community. 
Sound like you? 
We’re Hiring!
We are Afni. A great place to work!
Volunteering Today Could Mean       
Medical Breakthroughs                                             
Tomorrow 
Your participation in research study 8284-785 for an investigational             
medication could help benefit millions of people.
Covance is looking for:
Able to participate in one stay of 5 nights 
Participants will receive all study-related exams and 
Call:   
Visit:  TestWithTheBest.com
Text: 
If fan support will be a big key to 
WKU’s success on the football fi eld in 
the 2013-14 season, the record crowd 
at the Saturday’s spring game was a 
good start.
An estimated 6,500 fans came out 
to Smith Stadium to watch the Red 
Team defeat the White Team 42-3 
in an scrimmage Saturday, the last 
spring practice of the season. 
The attendance nearly doubled last 
year’s crowd of 3,500 and was a WKU 
spring game record.
Coach Bobby Petrino said he is 
pleased with the fan response the 
Toppers have received throughout 
the spring. 
“I think it’s been great,” he said. 
“We’ve had some guys that have been 
to every single practice, even getting 
up early when we had to do that.”
Fans took notice of the larger crowd 
as well.
Louisville sophomore Jack Crow-
dis said he was impressed with the 
amount of fans, especially students, 
who attended compared to last year.
“I went to the spring game last year, 
and the biggest difference this year 
was the amount of students that 
showed up,” said Crowdis. “I think 
kids are realizing we have a legitimate 
team this year and are coming out to 
support them.”
Many fans are excited about the po-
tential this year’s team possesses and 
wanted to see the new, Petrino-led, 
high-octane offense fi rsthand.
Paris, Ky., junior Seth Robertson said 
he thought the team lived up to ex-
pectations.
“I wanted to see the new offense 
Petrino runs, and they didn’t disap-
point,” said Robertson. “They were 
slinging the ball all over the place. This 
offense is going to be fun to watch in 
the fall.”
With last season’s success coupled 
with Petrino’s hiring in the offseason, 
WKU expects fan support to be at an 
all-time high for this coming season.
Petrino knows what it takes to get 
fans to attend games in droves. He 
challenged fans to get to know the 
players, not only as players and enter-
tainers, but as people as well. 
“What we have to do and all our 
players and coaches have to under-
stand is it’s up to us to put a great 
product on the fi eld, be entertaining 
and win a lot of games,” said Petrino. 
“We want to put a great, exciting foot-
ball team on the fi eld and let the fans 
relate to the players.”
For now, though, the Toppers will 
fi nish the semester facing a problem 
that faces every WKU student — fi -
nals.
Petrino said with spring practice 
over, his players can now focus on fi n-
ishing strong in the classroom.
“The players get back into the weight 
room and work extremely hard get-
ting ready for fi nals,” the coach said. 
“That’s something that they all have 
been doing a good job of, but we have 
to fi nish the semester right.”
ANDREW WEIGEL
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Fans cheer during halftime of the 2013 spring football game while students dance to 
compete for tickets to see Beyoncé. The Red Team defeated the White Team 42-3 on 
Saturday.  JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD
Record crowd watches Saturday’s spring game
Follow
@WKUHeraldSports
for sports tweets and live feed
sports
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Bobby Petrino sat at a table at the 50-yard 
line of Smith Stadium Saturday, nearly a full 
hour after WKU’s spring game had ended.
He and the rest of his players were tak-
ing part in a post-game autograph session 
that was supposed to last 30 minutes. But as 
the 30 minutes had elapsed, several dozen 
red-clad fans were still in line to get an auto-
graph from their new hero.
Petrino, exactly one 
year after the low point 
of his coaching ca-
reer, sat smiling in his 
white WKU hat and 
windbreaker, greet-
ing students, children, 
alumni and everyone 
else that came his way.
They were excited to 
meet him. He was glad 
to see the crowd.
Saturday for Petrino 
was a benchmark mo-
ment in one of the more fascinating person-
al stories our town and campus have seen in 
some time.
This time last year, his coaching career 
was in jeopardy.
Petrino, then a superstar coach at Arkan-
sas, wrecked his motorcycle. The subse-
quent investigation eventually led to the 
revelation that he’d engaged in an “inappro-
priate relationship” with an employee. 
The school fi red Petrino. Suddenly a man 
who’d led Arkansas and Louisville to BCS 
wins was out of a job for the 2012 season.
Several power conference jobs opened 
up after last season. But SEC schools like 
Auburn, Kentucky and Tennessee passed 
up Petrino, choosing lesser-known coaches 
with less baggage.
Finally in December, Athletics Director 
Todd Stewart and WKU came along and 
gave Petrino a chance.
Stewart needed a dynamic coach to build 
on the foundation laid by former coach 
Willie Taggart. Petrino needed a chance to 
prove he’d made the necessary changes in 
his personal life while remaining one of the 
top-10 college coaches in America.
Negative response came from people 
who’ve likely never been to Bowling Green, 
as well as a few Bible-thumpers here on The 
Hill.
But a proactive approach by Petrino and 
the school to reach out to the community 
led to a spring game record crowd of 6,500.
This spring, WKU opened up each prac-
tice to the media and, more importantly, to 
the fans.
Supporters and critics alike had 15 chanc-
es over the last month to see for themselves 








UPON FURTHER REVIEW red rules
Senior defensive back Darryl Gilchrist intercepts a pass during the fi rst half of the 2013 spring football game. The Red 
Team defeated the White Team 42-3 on Saturday.  BRANDON CARTER/HERALD
The biggest crowd to ever see a spring 
football game at Smith Stadium got 
exactly what they came for as the Red 
Team, made up of next season’s expect-
ed starters, had its way with the White 
Team 42-3.
The estimated attendance of 6,500 
fans was almost double the attendance 
of last year’s crowd of 3,500.
With every spring practice open to the 
public this year, coach Bobby Petrino 
said the faithful attendance was im-
pressive and gives some extra excite-
ment for the fall.
“We’ve had some guys that have been 
to every single practice who have even 
gotten up early in the morning when 
we had to do that to work around our 
schedule,” Petrino said after the scrim-
mage. “It’s a great start and the enthusi-
asm is exciting.  Our players and coach-
es need to understand that it’s up to us 
to put a great product on the fi eld, be 
entertaining and win a lot of games.”
The Red Team brought an entertain-
ing product to the fi eld — the starting 
offense accumulated 509 total yards in 
the blowout win over the White Team, 
which amassed just 159 yards on of-
fense.
Junior quarterback Brandon Dough-
ty, the starter for the Red Team, showed 
why he has picked up the offense quick-
er than the rest of the quarterbacks 
by throwing for 314 yards on 23-of-35 
completions and fi ve touchdowns. 
Doughty was perfect on the fi rst two 
drives of the game, going 7-for-7 for 100 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Doughty credited his receivers for 




Red Team rolls at 
2013 spring game
Junior infi elder Amanda Thomas warms up in the on-deck circle during WKU’s game against 
Samford. Thomas has recently set the WKU home run record with 32 home runs in three seasons. 
KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
The WKU softball team has 
been a force to be reckoned with 
this season thanks to strong of-
fensive play at the plate. 
WKU (31-13, 15-3 Sun Belt 
Conference) is riding an 11-
game win streak dating back to 
April 10. This is the tenth time 
the Lady Toppers have eclipsed 
30 wins in a season. 
As a team, the Lady Toppers 
have allotted 39 home runs and 
208 RBI in the 44 games thus far.
Junior infi elder Amanda 
Thomas has accounted for 12 
home runs and 45 RBI, both 
team highs. 
Thomas was crowned the new 
queen of home runs at WKU af-
ter she belted a grand slam in 
the sixth inning of an 8-0 victory 
against Samford on April 10. The 
grand slam marked the second 
of her career and her second 
home run of the game. 
The Mesquite, Tex., native said 
she wasn’t even aware she had 
set the record. 
“I didn’t even really know what 
the record was,” Thomas said. 
“I remember after the game my 
mom had called me and left me 
a voicemail…so I don’t really like 
to think about it too much, but it 
was exciting.”
Thomas has posted 32 home 
runs and 123 RBI in less than 
three full seasons as a Lady Top-
per. 
Coach Tyra Perry said Thomas’ 
progression and passion is what 
puts her over the top. 
“Amanda is tremendous,” Perry 
said. “She really cares a lot about 
Western Kentucky softball…she 
has continued to elevate the level 
of the program by her bat and by 
her play on defense and most im-
portantly through her attitude…
she is just a great young lady.”
Thomas has already tied her 
total for home runs last season 
in just 44 games this season. She 
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
SEE RED PAGE A8SEE REVIEW PAGE A8
Thomas crowned all-time home runs leader at WKU
SEE THOMAS PAGE A7
Rip the
There are 10 million people 
in the national bone marrow 
registry. She has registered 
4,000, and just needs one. But 
so far has found zero.
However, 10 million non-
matches does not stop WKU 
sophomore Samantha “Sam” 
Kimura.
The now 20-year-old Kimura 
was told she needed a bone 
marrow transplant at age 17, 
and four months later hosted 
her fi rst bone marrow drive. 
Over the past three years, 
Kimura has held six drives, 
in three different cities, and 
raised more than $40,000.
Kimura will be hosting the 
second annual Greek Week 
bone marrow drive, this Mon-
day through Wednesday in 
Preston, and hopes to register 
WKU’s 1,000th person into the 
registry. Last year WKU regis-
tered 729 people, which stood 
as the largest bone marrow 
drive for Delete Blood Cancer 
that semester.
Kimura’s motivation be-
hind her efforts derives 
from a diagnosis she re-
ceived in April 2010 that 
would change her life forever.
 Kimura lived the life of a typi-
cal 16 year old.
“I was on the varsity lacrosse 
team, very active and very in-
volved in school,” Kimura said. 
“I was a normal junior in high 
school.”
Doctors at Kosair Children’s 
Hospital, in Louisville, diag-
nosed Kimura with aplastic 
anemia.
“I was lying in a hospital 
bed when they delivered me 
the news,” Kimura said. “I just 
closed my eyes and breathed 
and tried to understand what 
was happening.”
Aplastic anemia is an auto-
immune disorder in which 
bone marrow fails to make 
enough blood cells, accord-
ing to WKU biology professor 
Nancy Rice.
“Bone marrow is basically a 
composite of immature cells 
that, given proper signals, 
mature into all the different 
cells of the blood and immune 
system,” Rice said. “You feel 
chronically fatigued and aren’t 
going to function optimally.”
Kimura said she requires at 
least 10 hours of sleep each 
night, which is different than 
the average college student 
who can function on six.
 “I don’t have as much endur-
ance,” Kimura said. “My hands 
shake 24 hours a day.”
Kimura takes 25 pills each 
day, around the same time, to 
keep her immune system con-
sistent.
“My immune system is 
weaker than the average per-
I don't have as much 
endurance. My hands 
shake 24 hours a day.
SAM KIMURA, LOUISVILLE SOPHOMORE
Student hosts drives to fi nd the perfect match
CATHERINE HAVEL
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
D i v e r s i o n s
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The atmosphere in the Preston Center 
lobby before the fourth annual Rip the Run-
way fashion show on Friday night was one 
of lighthearted chatter and obvious excite-
ment. Many held canned goods as they 
waited patiently to be let into the gym.
Louisville junior Bryelle Bonds, who at-
tended Rip the Runway in previous years, 
said she knew the show would be good in its 
newest location.
At 8:30 pm the crowds made their way to 
the blue courts where a runway was taped 
off on the fl oor and chairs were set up on 
both sides of the stretch. 
Although Nashville junior Sean Watson 
thought the runway would be on a platform, 
he liked that it was in a different location 
from previous years. While he was excited 
for the show, he thought they could have 
utilized more of the gym.
Bonds was pleased with the new location 
because there was more room in the Preston 
Center than in the DUC Auditorium, where 
she attended Rip the Runway last year.
“That, and the gym wasn’t nearly as hot,” 
she said.
The chairs fi lled quickly and the gym was 
alive with talk and music. By 9 pm, the mod-
els were ready to strut their stuff.
And strut they did. 
The fi rst scene was all about per-
sonal style. The confi dence that 
exuded from the entire lineup was 
staggering. In a fl urry of impossibly 
high heels, blue lips, and walks wor-
thy of a bigger runway, 31 models 
showed off their own style. High 
waisted jeans and cut off jeans 
were both trending as many mod-
els wore variations of the styles.
One model, Louisville junior 
Paige Freeman, really enjoyed 
the setup and how interactive the 
show was this year.
“The location was great,” she 
said. “It just made the crowd feel 
like part of the show because 
the chairs were so close to the 
runway.”
The second scene’s theme was 
the four seasons. Starting with 
spring, the models displayed 
clothes in bright colors with a 
concentration on yellows and 
reds. Many wore sunglasses 
and the male models showed 
off pastel shorts. The other 
three seasons blended togeth-
er, sending a jeans-and-scarf 
model down the runway af-




ABOVE: Models wait before taking the runway for Black Student Alliance's Rip the Runway at the 
Preston Center Friday night.
RIGHT: Louisville freshman Corey Kent represents summer in the “Four Seasons” portion of Rip 
the Runway. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
SEE RUNWAY PAGE B2
SEE DRIVE PAGE B4
runway after a bikini clad 
model.
The third scene was dubbed 
the Urban Scene, sponsored 
by Christ Boutique. Cut off 
jeans, graphic tees and crazy 
patterns came in full force. As 
the models walked, their struts 
became more confi dent and 
their faces relaxed, even laugh-
ing, and interacting with the 
audience.
The formal scene came 
fourth. The ladies turned out 
in full force, wearing peplum 
sparkling dresses that showed 
off long legs. The men em-
ployed a business casual look, 
many having fl ung their jacket 
over one shoulder. 
The most emotional scene 
came toward the end. Named 
“Wild for Cheryl,” the scene 
was a tribute to Cheryl Wil-
liamson, who died last fall and 
was a student fashion designer 
who had a huge impact on 
Rip the Runway during its fi rst 
three years. 
Freeman said the Wild scene 
was her favorite. 
“Cheryl was a dear friend 
of mine,” Freeman said. “She 
loved fashion so we modeled 
clothing that was exactly like 
what she would have put in 
the show if she had been here,”
The make up for this scene 
refl ected Williamson’s fl air. 
Rhinestones were glued to 
the models’ faces along with 
shimmering lipstick and lots 
of blush.
The sixth and fi nal scene fea-
tured the same shirt on all of 
the models: I [heart] Rip the 
Runway. As every model from 
every scene fi led onto the run-
way, they faced loud applause. 
Bonds thought the show had 
a really good turn out and was 
a defi nite success.
Freeman said it had an 
amazing outcome and was a 
lot of fun. There was one thing, 
though, that she thought oth-
ers should know.
“I would encourage all differ-
ent races to get involved,” she 
said. “People hear our name, 
Black Student Alliance, and 
don’t want to get involved. This 
is a group for every person on 
campus. It’s about diversity. I 
would just encourage every-
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Participants walk down the runway during Rip the Runway Friday. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
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‘Oblivion’ has nice visuals, but lousy plot
Based on an unpublished 
graphic novella of director 
Joseph Kosinski's creation, 
“Oblivion” tells the story of 
Jack Harper (Tom Cruise), a 
technician assigned to repair 
drones on a post-apocalyptic 
Earth. When Jack begins to re-
call precious memories that he 
was told were wiped away, he 
works to uncover the truth of 
his new world at all costs.
And his new world looks 
gorgeous. Shot by Academy-
award-winning cinematogra-
pher Claudio Miranda (“Life 
of Pi”), the environment of 
“Oblivion” is wondrous to be-
hold. From a decimated NFL 
stadium to an Empire State 
Building with a spire now at 
ground level, everything looks 
real. Miranda's work and that 
of the visual effects artists lend 
a magnifi cent sweep to Kosin-
ski's vision and set a high vi-
sual benchmark for this sum-
mer’s blockbusters to surpass.
The same praise can't quite 
be given to the plot, howev-
er. If you took an ingredient 
from every sci-fi  fi lm of the 
last 50 years (everything from 
“2001: A Space Odyssey” to 
“Prometheus”, plus a surpris-
ingly sizable dose of “Wall-
E”), “Oblivion” would be what 
comes out of the melting pot. 
The action isn't anything 
special. The gunplay and 
spaceship chases are fun while 
they last, but they're few and 
far between. If you're expect-
ing a non-stop barrage of in-
tense sci-fi  action, “Oblivion” 
is not your movie. That isn't 
to say it's a total snoozefest. In 
fact, Tom Cruise gives one of 
his best performances in years 
and effectively keeps the char-
acter drama engrossing. 
As Victoria, Jack’s co-worker 
and companion on Earth, An-
drea Riseborough more than 
shoulders some of the weight 
too, and together, she and 
Cruise prove to be "an effec-
tive team".
What really threw me off was 
just about everything that hap-
pens after Jack meets with the 
rogue group of survivors led 
by Beech (Morgan Freeman). 
After Beech tasks Jack with fi x-
ing a captured drone so that he 
can send a bomb to the "Tet" 
(the ship where humans wait-
ing to go to the outer space 
colony are allegedly living), 
Beech and his group essential-
ly disappear. They aren't seen 
again until almost the end of 
the movie when Jack fi nally 
returns to help them with their 
task, as if to say, “Oh, yeah, for-
got about you guys. Well, here’s 
your bomb!” Additionally, Ko-
sinski tries to take things to a
philosophical level in the third
act, undermining whatever
riveting backstory and charac-
ter drama he established over
the previous hour and a half.
The ending is still reasonably
satisfying, but the twists left
me with a headache.
In the end, “Oblivion” still
looks great thanks to Kosin-
ski's far-reaching vision and
Claudio Miranda's stellar work
as cinematographer, and it
gets a boost from strong acting
performances and perfectly
serviceable set pieces, but the
overly philosophical third act
muddies the plot in an un-
necessary fashion, keeping
“Oblivion” from fully reaching
its lofty potential. 
BEN CONNIFF
Columnist
The sight of cherry-blossomed trees, 
neon wildfl owers, emerald grass and 
sapphire sky; the light sound of chirp-
ing birds, airplanes overhead and the 
rustling of wind in crisp leaves; the 
smell of honeysuckle, freshly cut grass 
and a charcoal grill burning in the dis-
tance. 
Spring. 
To consume all of the beautiful sights, 
smells, sounds and feel as you take 
in mother nature would be comple-
mented by the drink of its offspring, the 
grape, adding the taste of earth as well.
There are many complimentary 
wines to enjoy as the weather peaks 
to its prime and nature is born again. 
Take your pick from the few mentioned 
below, chill and embrace outside on 
any warm day as the season eases into 
those balmy nights. 
Viognier is a French grape grown in 
the Rhone Valley. It deceives the nose 
with a sweet smell packing a dry orange 
blossom taste often with hints of hon-
ey, pineapple and Granny Smith apple. 
Vinho Verde is lovely this time of year. 
It has a zest of natural sparkle, mak-
ing for a crisp, refreshing easy-to-drink 
white. 
Prosecco makes for a good wine if 
you want a little sweetness with a lot of 
bubble. Prosecco is completely uplift-
ing and luminous on any occasion. 
Sauvignon Blanc of New Zealand is a 
wine that gives tones of lemon, grape-
fruit, fresh grass, concrete and garden 
herbs. It is perfectly energizing. 
A dry French Rose goes with any and 
every food. It often carries hints of juicy 
strawberry. Rose’s down-to-earth per-
sonality is easily likable, but don’t let 
the pink hue trick you into thinking it’s 
sweet.  
Gruner Veltliner of Austria is a creamy 
bouquet of wildfl owers, earth and crisp 
mineral. It is a friendly wine for food
with a hint of citrusy spice. 
A dry Riesling from Germany is
scrumptious on its own. The amazing
acidity illuminates sweetness hinting
juicy pineapple, lime zest and Granny
Smith apple. 
Torrontes is the wonderful grape of
Argentina. Slightly sweet, fl oral honey-
suckle and peach tones fl oat to the top
in this beauty. 
Albarino is a plush Spanish wine. Very
refreshing and complex, its profi le can
include hints of pear, stone, apricot,
honeysuckle and citrus. 
To close with famous words from Gal-
ileo: “Wine is sunshine held together by
water.” Experience this for yourself in
the bright months to come. 
ALLISON GOODAN
Columnist
Welcome new varities of wine with spring senses
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son,” Kimura said. “I don’t 
have to live in a bubble, but I 
have to make sure I steer clear 
of bacteria.”
Kimura said, unlike her 
friends, she cannot participate 
in any physical contact, intra-
mural sports.
 Shortly after her diagnosis, 
Kimura posted this Facebook 
status:
 “Well life is defi nitely going to 
change, but I’m still incredibly 
lucky and I’m looking forward 
to the way it will strengthen 
my relationship with God and 
my family. Stay strong!”
  Recognizing a need for a 
more advanced bone marrow 
unit, Kimura and her family 
uprooted from their Louisville 
home and relocated to Cin-
cinnati Children’s hospital for 
treatment.
  “For 13 days, eight hours 
a day, I received horse se-
rum, blood transfusions and 
platelets through a port in 
my chest,” Kimura said. “The 
doctors also gave me shots of 
white blood cells in my legs.”
 Once Kimura returned back 
to her Louisville home, she 
and her family began devising 
plans to host their fi rst bone 
marrow drive.
  In August 2010, four months 
after diagnosis, Kimura ran her 
fi rst bone marrow drive at her 
church, and registered about 
800 people into the national 
bone marrow registry.
 Since her fi rst drive, Kimura 
has held six drives in three dif-
ferent cities.
 WKU sophomore Jake 
Greenwell joined the registry 
last year but had no intentions 
of being contacted as a match.
 “I had heard a fact that less 
than one percent that do sign 
up ever get a call,” Greenwell 
said.
Greenwell said one of his 
friends, who helped Kimura 
run the drive, encouraged him 
to sign up.
Greenwell was contacted as 
a match May 2012 but did not 
end up donating until January 
2013. He explained that when 
he received the phone call, the 
thought of refusing to donate 
never crossed his mind.
 “It’s between you having 
discomfort for a few weeks or 
saving someone’s life,” Green-
well said about the donation 
process.
  Seventy to 80 percent of 
bone marrow donations are 
given through plasma dona-
tions, similar to giving blood. 
Twenty percent of the time, 
donations are given through 
an outpatient procedure that 
puts the donor under the gen-
eral anesthesia so they don’t 
feel a thing, according to De-
lete Blood Cancer.
  Greenwell gave through a 
blood donation. He received 
injections every day, one week 
to prior to donating, which in-
creased the number of stem 
cells in his body.
“Having extra stem cells in 
my body gave me back pain 
and fatigue,” Greenwell said. 
“It felt like the fl u but without 
the stomach weakness.”
Greenwell said his experi-
ence has led him to volunteer 
during the second annual 
drive this week and recruit his 
fellow fraternity brothers to 
join the registry.
Also among the 13 matches 
was sophomore Kat Pring.
 Pring was recently contacted 
as a match and is planning on 
donating within the next cou-
ple of months.
 “It’s not like blood where 
they say if you donate you save 
three lives,” Pring said. “When 
you donate bone marrow 
you’re directly saving some-
one’s life. This is actually some-
one’s life in your hands.”
 Pring said the registration 
process took less than fi ve 
minutes, and was very well 
spent.
When working drives, Kimu-
ra said she feels energized and 
excited when getting people 
registered, and that is the thing 
she feels most passionate 
about in her life.
 “Anybody can save a life,” 
Kimura said. “That’s what I 
love about drives — the mys-
tery of sitting across a person 
who could be a match one, fi ve 
or 25 years down the road.”
 She shyly admitted she gets 
nervous talking to people, 
but that her love for the cause 
masks any timidity.
“I don’t know if I’ll ever fi nd 
a match, that’s very tough to 
say,” Kimura said. “There are 
10 million people in the reg-
istry and I haven’t found one 
yet.”
 Kimura said her interest in 
helping out people who are 
sick has led her to pursue a 
degree in communications 
disorders. She desires a career 
where she will continue to 
constantly help those around 
her.
 “I gained a new found lik-
ing for children after going 
through everything that I didn’t 
have before,” Kimura said, 
chuckling. “I started to gear 
my interests towards people 
and relationships and helping 
them overcome adversity.”
  The theme of overcoming 
adversity is one that is familiar 
to Kimura.
“Will my life span be nor-
mal?” she said. “For me, death 
is more of a pressing matter. 
The biggest worry is that I’ll 
relapse and become sick again 
and have to have that match. 
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With thousands of students here at 
WKU, it’s easy to feel left out of the 
crowd sometimes. This is especially 
true for minority groups.
Latino students decided to come to-
gether and change that for themselves 
with the HOL@S Club. 
Valeria Carlin, a 31-year-old Bowling 
Green senior and HOL@S club presi-
dent, said that it was started in 2011, 
but didn’t really take off until 2012 
when an email was sent out to all La-
tino students at WKU.
“I got the email towards the middle of 
September last year,” Carlin said. “I had 
been to a few of the 2011 meetings, but 
they hadn’t sparked my attention, so I 
decided to give it another try.” 
After meeting everyone, Carlin said 
it made her really want to be a bigger 
part of the club, so when election time 
rolled around, she threw her name in 
for the presidency.
“As president, I coordinate meetings 
and what we’ll speak about during 
them, and I’m also the main point of 
contact for community events,” Carlin 
said. “I feel that I’m also a motivator 
because there are times we’re unsure 
of what we’re going to do, so I like to 
gather input from the club.”
Carlin also motivates club members 
through their educational journey here 
at WKU.
“There are about 400 Latino students 
at WKU, but not all of them graduate,” 
Carlin said. “We felt that with gather-
ings, social events and unity, it can en-
courage more Latino students to join 
the organization and also graduate.”
These social events and gatherings 
have included things 
like Salsa Nights and 
Winter Fiestas. 
The HOL@S Club also 
recently made a trip to 




and HOL@S Club vice 
president, Jonny Gar-
cia said that he’s always 
willing to help out the 
club’s president.
“Supporting Valeria 
is my main job,” Garcia 
said. “She does every-
thing and does it very 
well. I’m just her right-
hand man for whenever 
she needs me.”
Garcia is also in charge 
of reserving meeting 
places and event locations. He said that 
he really enjoys the connection that the 
group has when they come together.
“We’ve gone to Nashville as HOL@S 
just to eat and have fun,” Garcia said. 
“The bonding makes it feel like a fam-
ily.”
Allan Moreno, also a Nashville fresh-
man, agrees that the club provides a 
united environment.
“Coming from a very diverse high 
school, this was different for me be-
cause the students are mostly white,” 
Moreno said. “This is a place for me to 
relate to people.”
Somerset junior Lendee Sanchez had 
a similar feeling of not being properly 
represented when she fi rst came to 
WKU.
“I grew up in California surrounded 
by Hispanic family and white Irish fam-
ily,” Sanchez said. “I always had that 
part of me there, but when I moved to 
Kentucky it wasn’t represented, and I 
missed the multicultural and vibrant 
life I used to have.”
This led Sanchez to be one of the 
founding members of HOL@S during 
her freshman year.
“We wanted a place for people to 
come to when they missed that part of 
life,” Sanchez said. “People that wanted 
to be surrounded by others like them 
but different in certain ways.”
Carlin explained the “@” sign in the 
club’s name, saying that it represented 
the O in Latino and the A in Latina as 
one.
Carlin invites any WKU students, La-
tino or not, to come out and experience 
the HOL@S Club.
“We are a Latino organization, but 
just because you’re not Latino doesn’t 
mean you can’t come,” Carlin said. “We 
welcome anyone who wants to know 
more about Latino students or encour-
age unity. Also anyone wanting to do 
social and community events and fun-
draisers.”
The HOL@S Club meets Mondays 




HOL@S Club provides place of unity for Latino students
Louisville senior Alex Casper rides a zip line during 
Campus Activities Board’s CAB-boom last Thursday. 














Coming from a very 
diverse high school, this 
was diff erent for me 
because the students are mostly 
white.
ALLAN MORENO, NASHVILLE FRESHMAN
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Women sizes 14 and up had 
a pageant representing them-
selves at WKU. 
The Miss Omega pageant, 
tailor-made for plus-sized 
women, was attended by more 
than 200 people in the Down-
ing University Center Auditori-
um Friday night. It was hosted 
by the Omega Psi Phi fraternity 
for the seventh year in a row.
Louisville junior Denise 
Smith said this pageant is spe-
cial because it allows women 
of different body types to par-
ticipate and feel comfortable.
“Every other pageant on 
campus is structured around 
smaller women, and it’s the 
same thing over and over,” she 
said.
The ladies participating in 
the pageant are an inspiration, 
Smith said.
“I have a lot of respect for 
these ladies; it takes a lot to get 
out there on that stage,” she 
said.
During the competition, 
the ladies wore four different 
outfi ts: business attire, club 
clothes, formal clothing and 
lingerie, in addition to partici-
pating in a talent portion and 
question and answer session. 
Lydia Frempong, a senior 
from Louisville who coordi-
nates the pageant, said the 
lingerie performance is for the 
girls to exhibit confi dence.
“It says ‘I can be sexy while 
being plus-sized,’ showing 
confi dence and individual-
ity,” she said. “It was my favor-
ite part of the show. I was just 
really happy that they found 
their sexy. I kept telling them 
they had to woo the audience 
and judges.” 
Frempong said the pageant 
was a great way for the ladies 
to come together.
“It’s a way to build not only 
teamwork, but self-esteem 
and friendships,” she said.
This year, the pageant paid 
homage to Cheryl Williamson, 
a pageant participant who 
died last fall. 
“We changed the intro this 
year to honor Cheryl, and we 
also changed the perseverance 
award to the Have Hope award 
in tribute,” Frempong said.
The biggest challenge, she 
said, was convincing the girls 
to persevere, but the end was 
result was impressive.
“As the pageant coordina-
tor, it was really diffi cult to get 
eight out of 10 girls that had 
never done a pageant before to 
do it, and for them to turn it on 
like that on the day of — I was 
proud,” Frempong said.
She said she’s also proud of 
the ladies overcoming their 
obstacles.
“I’m just really proud, seeing 
some of the girls go from not 
having the confi dence to do it 
to being able to do it,” she said. 
Clarksville junior Nicholas 
Sanders said he enjoyed the 
competition because it al-
lowed bigger girls to shine.
“It shows that big girls have 
talent, too, and that they’re 
beautiful,” he said. “They look 
great.” 
The contestants were judged 
based on clothes, confi dence, 
over-all look and crowd re-
sponse.
The winner, Contestant No. 
10 Toyonna Sweatt, a sopho-
more from Bowling Green, 
said when she was announced 
the winner, it was unreal.
“When they said ‘contestant 
number 10,’ I almost forgot it 
was my number,” she said.
Sweatt said she hoped the 
event would help show people 
that they are beautiful in their 
own skin.
“Personality comes fi rst, it’s 
not all about what shape you 
are or what you look like,” she 
said.
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(Left to right) Bowling Green senior Antwanica Duncan, Mundfordville junior Shantera Rice, Louisville freshman Adria Joseph and Nashville freshman 
Casandra Groves strike poses at the end of their opening routine at the Miss Omega pageants last Friday. SETH FISCHER/HERALD
Miss Omega Pageant highlights  diff erent body types
Mundfordville junior Shantera Rice does walks during the business wear 
portion of the Miss Omega Pageants on Friday. SETH FISCHER/HERALD
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Winkler encourages children to follow their dreams at SOKY Book Fest
Henry Winkler, perhaps best known 
for his role as Fonzie in the 1970s sit-
com “Happy Days,” and as the author 
of the Hank Zipzer children’s book se-
ries, headlined the 15th annual South-
ern Kentucky Book Fest. 
Before the conference began in the 
Carroll Knicely Conference Center on 
Saturday morning, hundreds of people 
lined up, anticipating “the Fonz.” Ap-
plause erupted as he walked in. 
Winkler spoke about his early life, 
troubles in school and struggling with 
dyslexia. 
“English was hard, history was hard, 
French was hard. Never took French,” 
Winkler joked. 
Growing up, Winkler said his parents 
never gave him much encouragement, 
but he had a dream of being an actor, 
and after applying to 28 different col-
leges, he was accepted to two. He even-
tually earned his MFA from the Yale 
School of Drama in 1970, before begin-
ning his career as an actor in commer-
cials, eventually becoming Fonzie on 
“Happy Days.” 
All the while, Winkler struggled with 
dyslexia, but didn’t fi nd out he was dys-
lexic until they went to diagnose his 
son, Jett, and Winkler recognized that 
he shared the symptoms. When Win-
kler fi nally found out about his dyslex-
ia, he was 31 years old. 
Winkler said he was relieved to know 
there was a name to what had been 
plaguing him. He said it’s essential to 
encourage children who have dyslexia, 
so that they know they’re not just be-
hind everyone else.
“Without self image, living is almost 
impossible,” he said. “You’re constantly 
trying to play catch-up.” 
Winkler said up until that point, he 
would have friends and co-stars help 
him to read scripts. Winkler attributes 
his success to never letting go of his 
dream. 
“If you will it, it is not a dream,” he 
said. “If you know what you want, 
and you don’t have to know it right 
now, but once you know, don’t ever let 
your dream leave the forefront of your 
mind.” 
Winkler spoke to the children in the 
auditorium about their capabilities, 
and how they can achieve anything 
they set their minds to.
“How you learn has nothing to do 
with how powerful and intelligent you 
are,” he said.
Winkler said everyone has their own 
special talent, and they should pursue 
it.
Winkler’s children’s book series is 
about a dyslexic fourth grader, Hank 
Zipzer, based on his own life growing 
up.
He recently published a new se-
ries with co-author Lin Oliver, called 
“Ghost Buddy.” Winkler said readers 
shouldn’t be surprised if the relation-
ship between the main characters re-
sembled that of Fonzie and Richie on 
“Happy Days.”
Winkler closed with a question and 
answer session, which included, by re-
quest, a rendition of the classic Fonzie 
character. Afterward, he held a book 
signing. 
Marilyn Hopkins, Edmonson County 
native, and her grandson, Skyler, at-
tended the event. Hopkins said she 
loved Winkler as Fonzie.
“I think he’s a great person, he relates 
to everybody,” she said. 
Skyler, 10, said he’s recently gotten 
into Winkler’s book series. Skyler said 
he likes that Winkler talks about a seri-
ous issue like dyslexia.
“His speech was good, because it 
shows he’s not just being funny,” he 
said. 
Loleatta Hyman-McKinney, Bowling 
Green native, said she’s been a fan of 
Winkler for a long time and, after meet-
ing him, found him very friendly.
“He came all the way over to meet 
me, and he was very down to earth,” 
she said. 
Hyman-McKinney said she thought 
Winkler was a good example for chil-
dren.
“He can inspire other children, if they 




Author, actor and comedian Henry Winkler speaks to attendees of the Southern Kentucky Book Fest on Saturday.  ADAM 
WOLFFBRANDT/HERALD
The annual Kentucky 
Writers Conference 
brought writers of all levels 
from all over the area.
The conference was part 
of the Southern Kentucky 
Book Fest at the Carroll 
Knicely Conference Center. 
It was a free event, some-
thing Kristie Lowry, literary 
outreach coordinator for 
WKU Libraries, said is un-
common among writers 
conferences. 
“These are good, quality 
authors who are giving the 
secrets of the craft to you 
for free,” she said.
The conference consisted 
of sessions for the writers 
throughout the day. They 
were designed for around 
an hour of lecturing, with 
15 minutes of questions 
and answers to follow.
Conferences like this one, 
Lowry said often are not 
only about informing writ-
ers and giving them tricks 
of the trade. Inspiration is 
part of it as well.
“Motivation is a big 
thing,” she said. “Going to 
writers conferences and 
talking to published au-
thors and being among 
other people who are writ-
ing, it’s a great motivator.”
Friday’s conference 
served as an inspiration 
for Angela Anderson, who 
came to Bowling Green 
from Berea. 
“I’ve been here before, 
and I always get a lot of 
really good information,” 
she said. “And it’s a good 
opportunity to get to meet 
some of the authors who 
are here, and it’s just an 
inspirational place to be if 
you’re a writer.”
Anderson classifi ed her-
self as a novice for now. She 
said she came to the con-
ference more for inspira-
tion than information.  
“It’s really helpful, I think, 
to hear about another writ-
er’s process,” she said.
For authors like Carolyn 
Wall who try to share that 
process, the conference 
was also about giving these 
writers a voice.
“Because they have
things to say,” she said.
“Everybody has things to
say, and I would hate to see
anybody be willing to let
that out and not do it.”
“It’s important to me to
get writers started.” 
The conference hosted
about a dozen writers,
Lowry said. Around half of
them were from Kentucky.
“You’d be surprised how
many authors live in Ken-
tucky who are traditionally
published authors,” she
said. “It’s pretty exciting.”
Anderson thought of the
conference as something
that doesn’t come around
often. She also noted she
plans to put what she
learned there into practice
as soon as she can.
“They’re not very fre-
quent, these types of con-
ferences,” she said. “So you
have to take the informa-
tion and not forget about
it, just like studying for any
other class. You have to
take it home and use it.”
Mary McDonough, author of 
“Lessons from the Mountain,” 
spoke about body acceptance 
and issues of body branding at 
the Southern Kentucky Book 
Fest. 
 McDonough starred as Erin 
Walton in “The Waltons,” a hit 
television series of the 1970s, 
which led to child stardom. 
She said at her workshop 
on Saturday morning that her 
rise to fame brought her many 
self-esteem issues that she had 
a hard time coping with.
“I struggled to fi gure out who 
I was,” she said. 
 McDonough experienced 
many different infl uences 
from being on the show and 
felt a pressure to be perfect all 
the time.
“The more I tried to be per-
fect, the more I struggled,” Mc-
Donough said.
 This struggle for perfection 
took physical tolls on her body, 
such as a rash on the back of 
her head. McDonough began 
to engage in unhealthy eat-
ing habits such as binging and 
radical diets in order to live up 
to what everyone else saw her 
as. 
In order to prevent other 
people from experiencing the 
same issues, McDonough de-
cided to speak out and write a 
book.
“I never want anyone to feel 
as alone or clueless as I felt 
growing up,” she said. 
One of the main issues that 
McDonough discussed re-
volves around “branding.” 
People tend to “brand” 
themselves and each other 
with stereotypes such as pop-
ular, pretty and geeky, among 
others. McDonough said these 
brands are a waste of time and 
don’t do any good. 
“I looked outside of myself 
for my brands,” McDonough 
said of her own body branding 
issues as a teenager. 
She said it is typical for peo-
ple to brand themselves ac-
cording to outside forces, such 
as unrealistic media images 
and people at school, and she 
did this herself as a teen. 
 “I thought I had to be an 
actress to have value because 
that’s what everyone told me,” 
she said.
McDonough realized she 
had to get away from the im-
age issues and fi nd what truly 
mattered to her. She learned 
how to love herself and was in-
spired to persuade others to do 
the same. 
McDonough encourages the 
people that attend her semi-
nars or read her book to fi nd 
a purpose and embrace who 
they are.
“You put out what you want 
to get back,” McDonough 
said. 
Audience members partici-
pated by answering questions 
and writing their personal 
brands on a notecard.
Bryan Carson, an instruc-
tional services coordinator
and a special assistant to the
Dean for Grants and Assess-
ment at WKU, attended the
seminar and said he would
take an important lesson from
McDonough.
“Who we are has more to do
with who we think we are than
what others think we are,” Car-
son said. 
 Celest Jackson, who also at-
tended the seminar, said she
found McDonough’s insights
very powerful and instructive. 
“Her insights are very pro-
found, and she’s taken a great
deal from her wholesome TV
show and transformed it into
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ABOVE:  Allison Cleaver, 7, 
and Garrett Cleaver, 6, of 
Bowling Green ask author 
Mark Adams to sign their 
books at the Southern 
Kentucky Book Fest on 
Saturday. 
LEFT: Bowling Green 
author Gary West waits 
to greet attendees of the 
Southern Kentucky Book 
Fest on Saturday. ADAM 
WOLFFCRANDT/HERALD
